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NATURE Avr IMPORTANCE 


ILY and CLOSET RELIGION, 


IRCULAR LETTER 
| 5 FROM THE KK ith bee 


PTIST MINISTERS and MESSENGERS, | 
Aſſembled at LEIcESTER, May 29, 30, and 31, 1787. 1 | 


aining the important Doctrines of three equal Perſons in the 
dhead; eternal and perſonal Election; original Sin; particular 
lemption ; free Juſtification by the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt; 
acious Grace in Regeneration; the final Perſeverance of the Saints; 
the Independency, or congregational Order of the Churches of 
iſt inviolably. Es | | 
o the ſeveral Churches they repreſent, or have received Letters 4 
from, meeting at Codnor, Sutton-Aſhfield, Nottingham, Sheepſ- 
| head, Leiceſter, Sutton-in-the-Elms, Arnfby, Clipſtone, Oakham, 
| Gretton, Spalding, Soham, Kettering, Waldgrave, Moulton, 
Guilſborough, Northampton, Road, Carlton, Olney, Thorn, 
and St. Alban'ss a 


be unto you, and Peace from God our Father, and from the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. | 
r brethren ! 


ITH gratitude to our indulgent God, we inform you of our being 
favoured with another annual interview, and with ſuch gracious 
pf his preſence as Rave rendered the ſeaſon in ſome degree pleaſing 
pfitable. The letters from the churches were attended to with ſuch 
dns as the different ſubje&s were calculated to promote. While we 
over the moral defects particularly in fome, we are very thankful 
2Ouraging accounts were tranſmitted to us from moſt of the churches, 
eans of grace are in general well attended, and in various places 
ly bleſſed. Several churches which were deflitute, are now happily 
d with miniſters and paſtors. The bleſſing of peace is enjoyed in 
dective congregations as extenſively as we ever remember it to have 
And in the doctrines of rich grace and the intereſt of true halineſs, 
ppears a general and cordial union, | | h 
the beſtowment, continuance and increaſe of ſuch bleſſings, we 
will unite with us in prayer and praiſe. Conſider, dear brethren, 
uine dependance on the Lord is inſeparably connected with a cloſe 
dtious a/tendance upon him. It is for the promoting of your faith 
þ which are fo intimately connected with a diligent waiting upon 
all the means of his appointment, that we once mare craye your 
ous attention to our united epifile, e 
have been addreſſed for a ſeries of years with great plainneſs of 
on many precious and important branches of religion. Theſe 
aye been the zeſult of our joint concern to promote in you an 
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univerſal conformity to the whole will of God; and knowing the tendency 
of divine truth in the hands of the Holy Spirit to produce ſuch con- 
formi:ty, we have attempred in our annual letters to illuſtrate, confirm and 
improve, ſeveral of the ſacred truths of the go pel. In purſuance of the 
ſame end, we ſhall this year lay before you the nature and importance of 
amily and cloſet religion. Latt year we addrefied you upon the authority 
and ſanctification of the Lord's day, which related chiefly to public 
worſhip ; this year we would turn your attention to that which is more 
private, but of equal importance. 

Religion ought to be the main buſineſs of our lives; and religion in the 
family and the cloſet makes a conſiderable part oi the chriſtian life. It 
is here, if any where, that the true chriſtian will be diſtinguiſhed from 
others. While many content themſelves with ſuch public exerciſes as fall 
under the eye of the multitude, the language of his heart is, 4, for ne, 
end my houſe, we will ſerve the Lord SEN 

We are not without painful apprehenſions that theſe duties are not ſo 
generally and uniformly regarded as they ought. Many wholly deſpiſe 
and totally neglect them, as accounting them unfaſhionable and 
puritanical ; and others who more particularly profeſs to be the followers 
of Chriſt, though they may not lay them wholly aſide, . yet, we are afraid, 
give them but a very negligent and ſuperficial attendance. Theſe things 
wear a melancholy aſpect, and muſt give pain to every pious heart, But, 
brethren, we hope better things of you, though we thus ſpeak ; yet with 
our hope you will allow us to exerciſe a godly jealouſy over you. To ſay 
the leaft, you find your temptations, difficulties, and diſcouragements in the 
exerciſe of theſe duties; a word of caution, direction and encouragement, 
therefore, cannot be unſeaſonable. | 

Faul REL1G10N includes not merely a fingle act of devotion, but 
extends to the ſeveral duties which devolve upon us as the heads of ſuch 
collective bodies. Its exerciſes might perhaps be rendered more 
pleaſureable and advantageous by conſidering its different branches, and 
io managing our affairs as to give each branch its proper place. 
Catechizing and privately inſtructing at ſeaſonable opportunities, se 
preſume, would be but fulfilling the truſt we owe to our doineftics, 
Ignorance, prejudice and pride, are the attendants of human nature; ai 
concur to render inſtruction neceſſary. Inform them of their condition 
as fallen creatures, the 1mpoſiibility of enjoying God in ſuch circumſtances; 
with the necefiity of a divine change in heart and life: inſtruct them allo 
in the riches and freeneſs of the grace of Chriſt, and his ſufficiency and 
ſuitableneſs to perſons in their circumſtances! . 

Reading ſome part of the holy ſeriptures ſhould likewiſe be an ordinary 
part of our family worſhip. We wiſh you, brethren, not only to ſearch 
the ſcriptures daily for yourſelves, but to read them, or cauſe them to be 
read in your families; and that conſtantly and carefully, There is no 
inſtruction like that which is derived from the word of God. It was of 
old enjoined Iſrael, ſaying, Ye Hall lay up theſe my avords in your bear 
and in your foul; — and ye ſpall teach them your children, ſpeaking of then 
evhen thou fitteſt in thine houſe, and when thou walkeſ/t by the <vay, Ws 
thou lieft down, and when thou riſeſt up. It is recorded to the honour, f 
ſhould ſeem, of Eunice the mother of Timothy, that from à child he has 
Inc on the holy ſcriptures.* 

At proper ſeaſons it might aſſiſt our devotion, and keep up a 1218 
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uuety in our worſhip, to Ang a few verſes of a pſalm or hymn. Such a 


practice, where it may comport with family circumſtances. and can be 
conducted with order and regularity, may be of an enlivening tendency 
pot where it is otherwiſe, it is better omitted, as it would add neither 
ſolemnity nor ſweetneſs to our worlhip. + 
Qt all events attend to family prayer; let not this be omitted on any 
| avoidable account whatever. Let it be regular and conſtant; and this, we ap- 
prehend, it cannot be, unleſs it be daily. Chriſt taught his diſciples to pray 
for ſpiricual bleſſings as often as they prayed for their dazly bread. 1 On many 
accounts it is ſuitable to begin and end the day with prayer; in the morn- 
ing to-acknowledge God's watchful care through the night, to intreat his 
preſence and bleſiing through the enſuing day; and at evening to adore 
him for the bounties of the paſt day, to bewail our imperfections, plead 
his divine promiſes, and commit all our concerns into his hands. Prayer 
is the key, which in the morning opens to us the treaſures of God's 
| mercy. and in the evening ſhuts us up, as it were, under his protection 
and ſafeguard. 

It is difficult to give particular directions reſpecting the moſt proper 
mode of conducting this ſervice. Your circumſtances and occupations are 
ſo various, that perhaps no determinate rule could be given to which all 
families could accede. We can only ſay, therefore, in general, brethren, 
that ſuch a ſeaſon ſhould be choſen as is leaſt liable to interruption ; and 
when all, or moſt of your domeſtics can attend. Beware eipecially of 
putting off the ſervice too long, leſt the world engroſs thoſe thoughts that 
ſhould be otherwiſe employed. if the mind is ence keenly ſet on worldly 
Concerns, it wiil exceedingly damp and deaden the heart to holy duties, 
As earth caſt upon the fire puts it out; ſo the world, when it ſpreads over 
the affections, mult ſtrangely damp that holy flame that ſhould aſcend up 
to heaven in our {acrifices. You know, brethten, it is not eaſy to riſe 
punder a heavy load; nor to ſummon the ſoul in a moment from the world, 
[to attend upon God with becoming ſolemnity and ſpirituality. God 
frequires, and is worthy of the firlt-fruits of our time, attention, and 
affections. Never let us offer him the lame and the blind in our ſacrifices; 
but go when we can wait upon him with moſt reedom of ſpirit. 

At evening as well as morning prayer, late fervices ſhould as much as 
poſlible be avoided, How unfit are we for the worſhip of God when our 
animal frame is nearly exhauſted, and our ſenſes in a fort locked up; 
with what pleaſure can we reflect upon thoſe ſervices in which the bodies 
of at leaſt ſome in the family, even while proſtrate before the Lord, have 
been overcome with drowſineſs! _ 

If you read a part of God's word, or ſing, as well as pray in your 
families, care ſhould be taken that you do not run to an inconvenient 
length. We apprehend that ſome good people have protracted their 
prayers far beyond the bounds of prudence; as they not only weary and 
diſguſt many of their domeſtics, and ſo render the ſervice irkſome; but 
likewiſe go beyond the fervour of their own affections, Hence it is that 
a diſagreeable languor, and unpleaſing tautology are generally the at- 
tendants of ſuch ſervices. We with you, brechren, to be more particular 
| | with 
3 here recommend 2 Selection of Hymns lately publiſhed by our brother 

7 Lendon, which is not deſigned to fer ande the Pſalms and Hymns cf Dr, 
bi „ are ſo generally uſed and ſo juſtly efteemed in our churches, but to ferve 
We his Ke on h. ch account none of his pfa!ms ang hymns are included 
ae eee 

publiſhed, 1 Matt. vi. 9-13. 
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with reſpect to the ſolemnity and ſpirituality of your devotions, than thy 
length to which they ſhall be extended. 

Conſider yourſelves as prophets and prieſts in your reſpective families: 
— As prophets, give them inſtruction, rebuke, exhort, admoniſh ; be ng 
indifferent to immoralities in ſervants, for if let alone, they may bring 
your children to ruin. Read the 1oilt pſalm upon this ſubjeR ; it is a 
excellent pſalm upon family government. —As prieſts, collect the offerings, 
the guilt, the miſeries, the neceſſities of your families, and preſent then 
before the Lord. When you approach the throne of grace, think with 
holy Job, Jt may be, that my ſons, or ſervants have ſinned againſt ih 
Lora It may be ſome of them never pray for themſelves. Make tho(s 
caſes your own which once were your own! While you have a Godt 
go to, ſay with Samuel, God forbid that I fpould fin againfi the Lord, in 
"ceaſing to pray for you /— While you are thus preſenting the offerings of 
your families, take encouragement from the many great and precio 
promiſes, the purport of all which, is, that God ever ſaid to the ſetd if 
Jacob, ſerk ye my face in vain. Keep your eye alſo upon the blood of 
iprinkling ; never forget your great high-prieſt, through whoſe inter. 
ceſſion all your prayers are accepted, and all Jehovah's promiſes fulfilled, 

While we recommend a diligent, regular, and conſtant attention to the 
religion of the family, we wiſh you, brethren, not to forget that of the 
CLOSET. By cloſet religion is intended thoſe tranſactions which take 
place between God and our own ſouls in private. To this exerciſe our 
Lord counſels his diſciples, ſaying, Enter ty cloſet, and when thou hi 
fut thy dosr, pray to thy Father who is in ſecret, and thy Father who jib 
in ſecret ſhall reward thee openly.“ If this is neglected, our fouls can never 
proſper ; and ſurely we would not wiſh to watch over our families, as oret 
the vineyard of others, and at the ſame time neglect our own. 

The great end of cloſet devotion is the exerciſe of grace in one's on 
foul, to which end it ſeems better adapted than the more public devotion 
of the family. There we are under a kind of neceſſity to ſeek out accept 
able words, and to exerciie our gifts, ſeeing what is done is not only fit 
our own profit, but as well for the edification of others ; but here we mij 
| expreſs our deſires even in groans which cannot be uttered, Provided thit 
our ſpirits are but reverent, it matters not though the connexion of word 
be broken and incoherent. Yes, here we may pray, and pauſe, reflect ard 
pray again. 'There are various perſonal concerns which we cannot ex: 
preſs with freedom be ore any creature; bitternefſes which our own heart! 
only know, and mult know; but here we may pour out our whole foul: 
We may confeſs our brutiſh ignorance, without fear of being upbraided; 
bewail our moſt ſecret ſins without danger of being expoſed ; in a word, 
we may carry our burdens, whatever they be, and caft them upon the 
Lord, and find reſt to our fouls. | 

Let us, in the next place, point out to you, dear brethren, the imp 
ence of the duties, the nature and manner of conducting which we bat 
attempted to explain, Family religion is both ancient and honourable; 
and 1s aduty incumbent upon all heads of families, (except ſuch as Jabout 
under natural inability) and that from the very nature of things We 
might challenge the moſt irreverent and ſneering deiſt to prove any thil 
irrational or unworthy of a man in any of thele ſacred devotions. YG 
he muſt not only take leave of chriſtianity, but of rationality and comm 
ſenſe ere he can viudicate himſelf in the neglect of them, He may 410 
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5 laugh at ſuch exerciſes as the attendants of fanaticiſm, the effects of ſu- 
Wperitious zeal, or low prejudices, or as making an oftcntutious and needleſs 
parade; but all this is againſt his own conſcience, and merely for the pur- 
csooſe of keeping himſelf in countenance in iniquity. Let him only put of 
tue boffoon and aſſume the man, and one might aſk him a few ſuch queſ- 
tions as the following; — What can be mere becomin ga dependent ſlætæ than 
10 pay our united homage to the author of our being, and the ſupreme 
governor of the world? Can any thing more ſignificantly beſpeak an 
ingenubous temper, Or adminiſter a greater ſatisfaction to our molt refined 
feelings, than the exerciſes of penitential devotion ? Can there be a more 
line pleaſure, or a more advantageous employ, than to contempiate the 
ou: of all excellencies, and unboſom our ſouls before him who feels 
bor us, and ſays, Caſt thy burden upon me? Are no acknowledgements due 
to the divine Being from us as creatures? Have we no farther need of his 
protecting care; no more occaſion for the bleſſings of his goodneſs? | 
Perſons of the above deſcription, whenever they think proper to intro- 
Juce the divine Being into their diſcourſe, love to ſpeak of hun merely as 
ehe Father of his creatures, We might afk then, is it unworthy of the cha- 
rafter of children to preſent themſelves before a parent, to expreſs their 
wants and commit themſelves to his protection? yea, and if they have 
dffended him, is it a mean thing to acknowledge that offence, and implore 
ſorgiveneſs? rather, is it not a mean thing, and the mark of a vagabond 
ſpirit, when we have offended God, to fly from him, and try to forget 
dur wretchedneſs by wallowing in the mire of ſenſual and ſordid gratifi- 
cations? King David, upon his dying bed, gave this charge to his fon 
Solomon, J go the way of all the earth ;—SHEW THYSELF A MAN j=— 
Keep the charge of the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, Io keep bis ſtatutes, 
end his commandments l“; 3 
That avowed libertines ſhould neglect theſe duties, however, is no 
onder; communion with God would not ſuit or conſiſt with their courſe 
ef life; but that any who profeſs to fear God, and to expect ſalvation by 
—_ Lord Jeſs Chriſt, ſhould live in ſuch negle&, is ſtrange indeed. It 
eems there have been characters in the world who have made great pro- 
eon of religion, have given conſtant attendance at the public worſhip 
of God, and have appeared to entertain no doubts whatever of the ſafety 
of their own ſtate, who nevertheleſs have lived in the habitual omiſſion of 
{theſe duties; and that under a pretence that they lead to phariſaical pride. 
We hope, dear brethren, that ſuch notions and ſuch practices are far from 
vou! It mult be very difficult to account for ſuch perſons being full of 
love to God, and yet to have none for the ſouls of their children and de- 
pendants ; or for their great regard to the goſpel while they are enemies 
to the law, which enjoins us to love our neighbour as ourſelves. Beſides, . 
who moſt reſembles the proud phariſee ; he whoſe religion is. merely in 
| Public, where he is /cen of men, or he who carries his religion home to his 
family, and his cloſet ? characters of the above deſcription are not o much 
to be reaſoned with, as rebuked and ſhunned, that they may be aſhamed. 
he importance of family and ſecret religion appears in various points 
of light; as it refers to God, ourſelves or others. As it refers to God, if 
ever we glorify his name to any purpoſe, it mult be in domeſtic life. 
Spectators will judge of our religion, not ſo much by what we ſay abroad 
a by what we do at home, Even our public conduct will have but little 
tendency to glorify God, if contradicted by private irregularity, Wiſe 
| | | men 
1 Kings ii. a, 3. 


3 
men generally make this obſervation, If you would know a man's true cha. 
racter, ſay they, fee what he is in ſecret, in domeſtic life, when the eye of 
the world is not upon him. | 

Farther, its importance appears as it refers to our/elves. There is not 
only a clote connexton between one duty and another, but as well between 
one bleſſing and another. The public worſhip of God can never be pro- 
perly enjoyed as a privilege, any more than performed as a duty, but in 
conjunction with family religion; and family religion can never be cartied 
on to any good purpoſe, without a cloſe walking with God in private, 
The exerciics of the cloſet, in a particular manner, are ſubſervient to our 
fouls proſperity. It is here, if at all, that we carry on a kind of commerce 
wich heaven; that we deal with Chriſt for gold tried in the fire, that aue may 
be rich, for white raiment that «ve may be cleathed, and for eye. ſalve tha 
ewe may ſee. If this commerce fail, we ſhall indeed be poor, and evretched, 
and miſerable, and blind, and naked ““ It was before obſerved, that there 
are a variety of perſonal concerns which we cannot expreſs before any 
creature; if then we omit cloſet exerciſes, thoſe concerns muſt, of courſe, 
come to an ill ifſce. if, for inſtance, we have contracted guilt in out 
conictences, this will wear out of mind by degrees, inſtead of being h. 
mented before God, and brought to the Saviour's croſs ; and if fo, the 
matter is not yet done with; God has yet a controverſy with us :—Orif 
any particular trouble lies upon us, it will wear of in time; but it vill 
leave us worſe than it found ns, 'Troubles are fi ly called zempratims, 
they tend to diſcover either our graces or corruptions; but we have 10 
reaſon to expect a diſcovery of the former, except, like Hezekiah, wt 
ſpread them before the Lord. 

As the religion of the cloſet profits our ſouls, and fits us for the dutis 
of the family, ſo that of the family fits us for the more public worlhip df 
God in the church. The one is a ſort of preparative for the other, It i 
that to our ſpirits which rain is to the ground for the reception of the ſeed, 
The repetition of it alſo, on our return, tends to preſerve a favor in out 
ſpirits of what we have been hearing. It is thus, that, as the good ground, 
we receive the feed of the word, nd bring forth fruit with patience. 

Farther, The duties of which we heve been ſpeaking affect not only 
ourſelves, but o ers. Family religion is, generally ſpeaking, a bleſſing 
to thoſe who are inſtructed by it, and to ſociety at large. Children ar 
hereby taught to reverence religion; and being taught the good and tis 
right way, are not fo readily drawn aſide into pernicious errors, and cate 
not, at ſo eaſy a rate, indulge themſelves in groſs immoralities. Theſe, 0 
ſay the leaſt, are the effects of a godly education. On theſe accounts, the 
community at large have a claim upon parents. A family is the firlt {6 
ciety, and a ſeminary to all the reſt. be whole commonwealth is mace 
up of ſingle perſons in divers relations. Towns, congregations, cities al: 
countries, are all made up out of ſeveral families. To principle and in- 
ſtruct them, therefore, is the way to make good magiſtrates, good ſubjetts 
good huſbands, good wives, good maſters, good ſervants, and good neigh- 
bours. Loyalty to our king, and love to our country, cannot be belle 
manifeſted than by a cloſe attention to family government. On th 
ground, and nothing ſhort of it, we may hope for their future ref; pectabilit), 

But we need not bound our expectations here; how many thouſan® 
have received impreſſions from their education which have never left the 
till they have iſſued in real converſion. Let us aim not merely at thel 
civilization, but at their ſalvation, Real piety is frequently know" (0 

® Rev, iii, 17, 18 dcin 
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12 ontinue in a long ſucceſſion in ſamilies; ana itis a well-known fact, that 
: x eligious families are nurſeries for the church. Though no one is barn 


gain of blood, any more than of the will of man; and though the children 
df the godly are intitled to no peculiar privilege that we know of on ac- 
tount of their deſcent; yet they enjoy a religious education: and why 
ay we not ſuppoſe that the number of the truly godiy from ſuch families, 
xceeding thoie of others, is owing to the blethng with which God is 
pleaſed to crown the prayers and inſtructions of the Poo: It is thus 
hat we account for a fact very nearly reſembling it. e uſually ſee in 
hoſe towns and villages where the means of grace are ſupported, many 
more ſouls converted to God, than in thoſe where it is otherwile ; but do 
we thence conclude that thoſe favoured places mult be intitled to ſome pe- 
liar privileges? rather, do we not impute it to God's gracioully blefling 
he means of his own appointment? If God puts more honour upon one 
amily than others, it is uſually, though not always, upon ſuch who are 
molt eminent in theſe duties. Of Abraham, who was ſo peculiarly fa- 
youred, and of whom ſo much is ſaid in reſpe& of his deſcendants, it is 
witneſſed, I &now him that he wiil command his children, and his houſehold 
ter him, and they ſpall keep the way of the Lord.“ 

Though public worſhip ſhould be at all events attended to; yet during 
he tender age of childhood, perhaps it is not fo much from public as 
rom private inſtruction that we are to hope for our children's converſion. 
he public miniiry of the word is ſeldom at that period of life ſo adapted 
o their capacities as inſtructions which are given them on purpoſe.— Or, 
uppole the inſtructions, warnings, and counſels of the pulpit, ſhould be 
Wf uſe to them, fill they need to be ſeconded by others in private. Let 
bs intreat you, brethren, as you value the true intereſts of the deareſt 
darts of yourſelves, help us in this good work! When death makes 
dreaches in the churches, to your families we look, in hope of ſeeing the 
acancies ſupplied! Permit us to repeat the thought, confider your 
amilies as the churches nurſcries; and ice that the young plantations are 
bot neglected! 

Only view your labours as ſucceeded of God for good; think what joy 
It mult afford to have children and ſervants born again in your houſe! 
With what ſatisfaction will you leave the world, when you can leave 
behind you ſucceſſors that know and fear the Lord; ſucceſſors, who like 
Solomon to David, ſhall enter into your deſigns, follow your good 
example, and perhaps tar exceed you in piety and uſefulneſs! | 
Finally, brethren, hearken to zhe woice of God! Pray without cea ing 
praying always, with ALL PRAYER—Train up a child in the way that 
We [ould go, and wwhen be is old he auill not depart from it—Bring up your 
bilaren in the nurture and admenition of the Lord will pour out my wrath 
upon the beathen, upon the families that call not upon my name—Blefſed is 
every one that feareth the Lord; that walketh in his ways. For thou ſhalt 
eat the labour of thine hands; happy ſhalt thou be, and it ſhall be well with 
hee Thy wife ſpall be a fruitful wine by the" fides of thine houje ; thy 
children like olive plants round about thy table. Behold thus hall the man 
be bleed that feareth the Lord. The Lord jhall bleſs thee out of Zion, and 
che jhalt fee the pood of Feruſalem all the days of thy life. Yea thou ſhalt 
ee thy children's children, and peace upon Tjrael! l | 
Dearly beloved brethren, farewell. The God of love and peace be 


ied | | 
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With you. Signed in behalf of the aſſociation, by 
N ROBERT HALL, Moderator, 
* Gen, xviii, 19, BREVIAT ES, 
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Tueſday evening we met at the uſual hour. Brother Hall, of Arn 
was chofen moderator. After ſinging and prayer, the letters from vu 
churches were read, minutes taken of their contents, and the opportunity 
concluded in prayer. e 1 
Wedneſday morning, between fix and ſeven, met for prayer A bout tay 
the public meeting began, with ſinging and prayer as uſual; after whigh 
a ſhort account was given of the nature and defign of the aſſociations 
Brother Mills, of Sheepſhead, then preached from 2 Thef. iii. 5. Ard 
Lord dire? your hearts into the lowe of God, and into the patient waiting jul 
Chrift. Brother Fletcher prayed, and brother Gill, of St. Alban's, preach 
from 2 Tim. ii. 19. Newertheleſs, the foundation of God flandeth ſure, having 
this ſeal, the Lord knawweth them that are his: and let every one that namgth 
name of Chrift, depart from iniquity. Brother Sutcliff, of Olney, conclude 
in prayer, At fix in the evening met again. Brother Fawkner, of Thom 
prayed, and brother Ryland, jun. preached from Gal. iii, 21. Ts the lawiha 
again the promiſe of God? God forbid. For if there had been à law gi 
T#bich could have given life, werily righteouſneſs ſhould have been by the laws 
Brother Spencer concluded in prayer. ". © 
Thhurſday morning we met again for prayer, and communicating o# 
experience as miniſters, ſettling the bufineſs of the aſſociation fund, witli 
ſome other things. The ſubſtance gf the letter, drawn up by brothel 
Hopper, was preſented, and ordered to be printed. About Twelve thi 
atſociation was concluded in prayer by the moderator. - ll 


State of the churches fince the laſt afſuciation. 
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ow 


| Upon a profeſſion of faith — — 79 92 1 
Added By letters of recommendation — 18 WO 
Reftored after excluſion — 1 "oY 


| 99 
Diminihed 3 By excluſion Ber 22 3 
4 By diſmiſſion to other churches*- - 19 
| LES —6q 


Increaſe — 40 


® Of thefe, ten were embodied at Gretton, and are all included in the former 
| ticle of Added by letter, &c. "4 


Letters were received from the churches at Moulton, and Gretton, 1 
Northamptonſhire, and Thorn, in Bedfordſhire, requeſting admiſſion in 
the aſſociation, which was cheerfully granted. a ” 

Agreed, 1. That the thanks of this aſſociation be given to the Rev. Dis! 
Stennet, for his judicious ſermons on the parable of the ſower. — 2 

2. That as we are informed of an intended application to parliawent fot? 
an abolition of the ſlave trade, we will uſe all lawful means for the pion 
mot ing of ſo juſt and humane a deſign, . 

3. That our brother Ryland; jun. be requeſted to print his ſermot 
delivered on Wedneſday evening. "I 

4. That the monthly prayer-meetings, for the revival of religion, be" 
continued. | | 1 


The next aſſociation to be at Kettering, on Wedneſday, May 28th, 1786, 
being a fortnight after Whitſuntide. Brother Ryland and brother Sut if 
to preach; in caſe of failure, brother Hall,-Put up at the White- Hart- 
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